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II.— Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Police. 


The Banganivast of the 2nd March has learnt that fires are breakin 
out almost every day in Munshiganj, Tangibari an 
Pancheswar in the Dacca district, and are causing 
considerable damage to property. The police has not yet been able to trace 
the cause of these fires.. 
2. The Sulabh Dainik of the 5th March says that some days agoa small 
i a number of Pathans residing in Palpara at Bara- 
Calcutta. em BE EELS NS" agore seized aman while at dinner and in the 
inner apartment of his house, dragged him to 
their own adda and beat him till he became almost senseless. They committed 
* this outrage because the man had been unable to pay off a debt due to them. 
Government ought to put a stop to such acts of oppression. The police does 
not interfere in these matters as it ought to. 


Fires in the Dacca district. 


(b)\— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Hitavadi of the 1st March refers to the cases of Kachi Khan and 
Hampana, and makes the following observations :-—— 

According to the Hindu law, a Brahman could 
not be punished with death. Whenever therefore 
he committed an offence punishable with death, he was simply turned out of 
the country with his head shaven. The English legislators, who hold the 
doctrine of equality, are in the habit of ridiculing this partiality for Brahmans 
shown in the Hinde law, and of priding themselves on their according the same 
treatment to all, Brahman and Suadra, black and white. But this vaunted 
equality of treatment is not seen in practice. In his confidential despatch to 
the Secretary of State on the subject of the Civil Service Examination, Lord 
Lytton wrote: ‘* We are cheating the people of India.” But are not the laws of 
Englishmen also cheating the people of India in practice ? If not, why 1s it that 
Englishmen guilty of murdering black men are not hanged, nay, often go 
without any punishment at all? Let a law be enacted exempting Englishmen— 
the Brahmans of the 19th century—not only from capital punishment, but from 
all punishment whatever, and the entire difficulty will be over, and all the world 
will accept the situation without a murmur. 

Akhas English Judge, fresh from England, who was ignorant of the 
mystery of cheatirg natives by means of the law, sentenced O’Hara to death. 
But he soon discovered his mistake and admitted having misdirected the 
jury. Sothe man was tried again and acquitted, and he left Court in joy. 
The acquittal gave birth to many stories, one of which was that incensed at 
the sentence of death passed on O’Hara, the English soldiers had made a vow 
that they would rise against Government if that sentence was carried out, and 
Government had therefore to give way, and the man was let oft in order to 
save the empire from rebellion The simple people of India, who do not wish 
totrouble themselves with legal technicalities, believed the story and thought 
that English soldiers were perfectly competent to take the lives of “ black 
bastards.” And the decisions of Kachi and Hampana cases have tended to 
strengthen that impression of theirs. Government may or may not regard with 
fear the discontent of the people or their doubt about its intention; but this 
much is certain that the result of the two trials has given rise to both doubt 
and discontent in their minds. And this doubt and discontent cannot be 
removed by what the lawyers call the correctness of the finding in the two 
cases, Why were the two cases tried by the Chief Justices of the two High 
Courts? Was it because it was intended to prevent a repetition of what 
happened in the O’Hara case, or to show to the people of England and the 
Civilized world generally that particular care has been taken of the two cases ? 
Hitherto natives have died of ruptured spleens, but now the plea of self- 
defence has come to the rescue of European asamis. And it is no wonder it 
should be so, seeing that necessity made the wolf in the story accuse the 
lamb of. making the water turbid higher up the fountain. Dr. Pearse who 
Murdered Kachi Khan admitted before Mr. Collier, the Magistrate, that he had 


The cases of Kachi Khan and 
Ham pana. 
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fired in self-defence, but the Chief Justice made the strange discovery that 
there was no evidence to show who murdered Kachi Khan. 

No amount of legal knowledge will enable the writer to understand what 
this want of evidence means. The Chicf Justices who tried the two cases have 
said that all the native witnesses have lied, whilst all the white men have told 
the truth. That is to say, the poor villagers had come all the way from their 
native homes with the deliberute intention of perjuring themselves in order to 
see the fun of getting some sahibs punished. ‘lhe J udges therefore not | 
failed to administer justice, but also impugned the native character. The Britis 
Empire in India is founded on justice, and the question is, if that foundation 
is shaken, where will the immense structure that has been built upon it stand ? 
The Anglo-Indians, in their pride. of power, are found to say that the British 
Empire in India is founded not on justice, but on the point of the bayonet ; and 
agreeably to their profession they are ever ready to trample justice dharma, 
shame, a, under foot. But will that great people who pride themselves on 
their love of justice and fair play allow their name to be thus dragged through | 
the mire in the presence of the whole world? 

4. Referring to the case Kumar Sinha versus Mr. Goodenough, Assistant 
Political Officer in Manipur, now pending in the 
Court of Mr. Herald, Deputy Commissioner of 
Cachar, the Banganivasi of the 2nd March says that when Mr. Lees, the Magis- 
trate before whom the case first came up for hearing, was convinced of the truth 
of the accusation, he ought to have given his judgment on the evidence before 
him, and thrown on the accused the burden of disproving the charge. This 
would have saved Kumar Sinha, the complainant, a good deal of expense and 
trouble. It seems the criminal judiciary do not realize the trouble and anxiety 
that partics to a criminal suit have to undergo in consequence of long post- 
ponements. | 

5. he Bangavasi of the 3rd March has the following :-— 

There is of course nothing to be said against 
Dr. Pearse’s acquittal, for it is the High Court 
which has acquitted him. The Anglo-Indian Press is expressing sympathy 
for him, and is demanding on his behalf compensation for the unnecessa 
trouble and harassment to which he was put. And the Anglo-Indian Press 1s 
doing a right thing. But itis to be regretted that it does not show similar 
sympathy in all cases. It is certain, however, that if in consequence of the 
agitation in the Anglo-Indian Press Dr. Pearse gets any compensation, an 
excellent precedent will be created for future use. : 

6. The Sanjivani of the 3rd March wants to know under the authority 

a of what law Mr. Phillips, Magistrate of Monghyr, 

Soe © ee prohibited carts from 5 lg limits of the for 

in the Monghyr town on the occasion of the last Maghi Purnima festival, when 

a large number of pilgrims, including pardanashin ladies travelling in carts, came 

to bathe at the Kastaharini ghat in Monghyr. Mr. Phillips also prohibited the 
opening of shops and stalls near the ghat this year. 

7. ‘The same paper has the following on the trial of the Guntakal case mm 
the Madras High Court .— 

The dying declaration of Hampana having 
been recorded in Telugu by a Subordinate Magistrate, it became necessary to 
examine that oflicer before the declaration could be admitted as evidence. But 
the Chief Justice who tried the case thought that to summon the Magistrate to 
the High Court would, by compelling his absence from his own post, greatly 
interfere with public business, and he did not, therefore, summon him. Now, 
was this a trial, or only a show of a trial? The Magistrate’s attendance at the 
High Court was excused, because such. attendance was calculated to interfere 
with public business. But was it not a part of the business of Government to 
make a thorough investigation into a case of murder ? 

8. The Macca Prakash of the 4th March refers to the acquittal of the 

The Falta and Guntakal cases. defendants in the Guntakal and F alta CaSeS, and , 
) marks as follows:— 
/ AML trials for the murder of natives end in this way, and yet in every case 
of native murder by a European, a great commotion is raised in the name 0 
justice. Nay, not only that, but even the natives who five evidence against 


A criminal case in Assam. 


Dr. Pearse’s acquittal. 


* 


The trial of the Guntakal case. 
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Europeans in such cases are prosecuted for perjury. As scenes of this nature 
occur every day, the writer. will say nothing on this subject except this that 
Government should enact a law exempting Europeans from trial for the murder 
of natives. Such a law is desirable in the interest of natives, because they are 
now liable to criminal prosecution for giving evidence against Sahibs. 

9. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 5th March has the following 
on the Guntakul and Falta shooting cases :— 

Hampana’s death caused quite a commotion 
in Madras. The natives began’ to praise the man and thought that something 
should be done to perpetuate his memory. This display of feeling on their 
part alarmed the sahibs, who thought that they should not allow ‘ native- 
niggers’ to raise such a howl over the death of one of them at the hands of a 
European soldier. From the first, the Madras Mail tried to enlist the aa ak 
of its Anglo-Indian readers in favour of the murderer, and succeeded in the 
attempt by giving its own version of the case. With the exception of the 
Standard newspaper, all the Anglo-Indian papers took up the cause of the 
soldier. The Hindu papers insisted on justice being done in the case, but alas, 
justice has not been done! The case was tried by Sir Arthur Collins, Chief 
Justice of the Madras High Court, and this made many — think that the 
offender would be surely punished. But they have been disappointed. Of the 
nine jurors appointed in this case, six were sahibs and three were natives. But 
two of the latter were servants of a sahib, and the third was a dalal (broker) of 
one of the sahib jurors. The murderer said that as they could not agree about the 
terms offered by. the weman, Hampana chased them with a lathi or a knife in his 
hand. This statement may have been believed by the Anglo-Indian Judge and 


- The-two shooting cases, 


the Anglo-Indian jury and the three obsequious native jurors, but it cannot be 


believed by other people. Whenever natives lose their lives at the hands of 
European soldiers, the friends of the latter say that the former having been the 
first to assault the latter and the latter having fired in the air only in self- 
defence, it would not be proper to prosecute them at all. Now, men of knowlege 
and experience can never believe that natives of India first give chase to Kuro- 
pean soldiers with the object of assaulting them. If they had been so bold’as 
that, they would not have lost their lives at the hands of soldiers, nay, soldiers 


would in that case have lost their lives at the hands of natives, and it would — 


have been impossible for Englishmen to keep India with only 70,000 European 
soldiers. Even educated natives in the towns tremble at the sight of 
European soldiers, and are not they downright mad people who think that 
illiterate village people can assault such soldiers? But then everything 
is possible in India, and the Judge and the jury in the Guntakul case have 
held that the murderer fired only in self-defence. The finding in the 
Falta case was that Dr. Pearse had fired in the air only in self-defence, but 
bullets from his gun had not caused the death of Kachi Khan, Perhaps the 
man was killed by a banéul (earthen ball) from the bow of a ghost who might 
have been just then perambulating in the clouds. In Madras a jury had to be 
appointed and the case had to be tried. But in Calcutta no jury was appoirted 
and the case was not tried at all. Before the trial in Calcutta commenced the 
Government Advocates said there was no case against the accused, and in this view 
the Judge concurred! So Dr. Pearse was let off without a trial. The.Anglo- 
Indians are jubilant over the acquittal, for they would have been very sorry to 
See him punished. Some of them are not satisfied even with this, but must have 
the villagers who gave evidence in the case prosecuted for perjury. There can 
be no doubt that Dr. Pearse fired his gun and that the gun contained shots. 
There is also no doubt about Kachi Khan’s death and his having come by it 
from a bullet fired from a gun. Nevertheless, it could not be ascertained whether 


ornot the bullet which caused his death came from Dr. Pearse’s gun. The_ 
Villazers said that the Doctor fired on Kachi because he prevented the former 


from forcibly entering his zanana.. But according to a European gun maker, if 
Dr, Pearse’s gun had been fired from the place which the villagers said it was 
fired from, the bullets would have taken a different course from the one the 

Were found to have done. And Dr. Pearse has been let off without a trial on 
the strength of this evidence. These results of the trials for the murder of 
natives by Europeans lead the people to think that whenever the asami in a case 
isa European, the evidence of natives against him is not believed. But as 
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mischief may result from such a belief taking hold of the public mind, steps 
should be taken to discourage it. Both Government and Parliament should 
consider the matter. 


(d)— Education. 


K aslPUBNIVASI, 10. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 26th February has the following in con. 


Feb, 26th, 1894, nection with the schvol at Pirojpur in the district of 
The Pirojpur school in the dis-  Parisal -— 
— ee A student of this school who appeared at the 


last Entrance Examination was for .some reason turned out of the examination 
hall. And a correspondent has now sent a letter to the writer bringing a 
serious charge of immorality against three of its students, Jadubhushan, 
‘Satyabhushan and Madhusudan Das. If this charge be true, it will constitute 
a serious indictment against the management of the school. It is hoped that 
the school authorities will no longer remain indifferent in the matter. oo 


BaNGaVasl, 11. The Bangavasi of the 3rd March says that the opinion expressed by 
March Srd, 1894, the Viceroy in his reply to the Muhammadan 

Literary Society’s address as to the principles 
which should be followed in giving education to the people of this country is 
a very good and sound one. But the people of this country regret very much 
that education is not given here on the plan and in the spirit indicated by the 
Viceroy, and that they are therefore losing their national character. 


SANJIVAN], 12. The Sanjivani of the 3rd March says that the decision arrived at by 
March 3rd, 1894. the Inspector of Schools, Bihar Circle, in a certain 
Cine Inspector of Schools, Bihar quarrel between two schools regarding the admis 
ircle. . . <2 
sion of boys, not having satisfied the head-master 
of one of the schools in question, the latter wrote to the Inspector for a 
reconsideration of the case. But not receiving any reply to his letter, he went 
personally to see the Inspector at Bankipore, and the following is the purport 
of the conversation which took place at the interview :— 
Inspector (angrily).—Why do you trouble me with so many letters ? 
Head-master.—Because it is my duty to defend the right of the school — 
entrusted to my care. | 
Inspector.—Why do you come to disturb me now? What can there be 
that you cannot put into writing? I cannot attend to you now, nor to your 
representations. 
Head-master.—I have come to see you because my letters are not answered 
and cases are not properly decided. I may, however, see you another time, if 
you please. 


(Here a clerk intervened most unceremoniously, saying “name the letters 
that have not been answered.”’) 


Head-master.—I do not speak to you. My business is with the Inspector. 
Inspector.—I will not hear you. | 


Head-master.—I come on duty. I havea right to be heard. Will you 


Lord Elgin on education. 


hear me or not? 


Inspectoy.—No, certainly not; go and appeal to the Director. 

Head-master.—I thought it would be more seemly to appeal to you 
first against you own decision. 

Inspector.—Do not disturb me ; I will not hear you. 

Head-master.—I don’t like to be bullied that way, Sir. 

Inspector.—Take care; “ bully” is a very objectionable word. 


Head-master.—You will excuse it, if it be; but I could not help using 
the word, 
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poet 13. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 5th March says that the honou 
uch Sik tak Gere RA papers in Mathematics at the last B.A. Examins- 
Sicctettt dar. tion were out on Monday, the 5th instant, the day; 
that is, on whichthe Sivaratri fast was kept by the 
--Iiindus, The 8rd of March was the date which was originally fixed for the 
setting of those papers. But as there was a Jewish lady among the candidates, 
the date was altered out of deference to her religious scruples, the 3rd 
March being the Jewish sabbath. This means that the University authorities 
in the present case did not in the least hesitate to hurt the religious feeling? 
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of a good many Hindu youths in order that those of a single Jewish lady 
. be respected! The Sivaratri fast comes only once in a year 


and is compulsory in its character, and yet a number of Hindu youths were 
_ prevented from observing it. So much for the sense of justice of the Universit 
authorities! It 1s said that objection was taken to this alteration of date, but 
it was overruled. Has-the task of advising the University in matters of religion 
fallen on Mahamahopadhyaya Mahesa Chandra Nyayaratna? 
14, The same paper takes exception to the Sanskrit papers set at the pami«-o-Samacaar 


: : : : - CHANDRIKA, 
last F.A. Examination. The questions in these th, 1004. 
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oe papers at the F.A- Haners were ambiguously worded, and there was 


great difference of opinion among the examiners 
themselves regarding the import of many questions. The English passage 
which was set for translation into Sanskrit was a very difficult one and con- 


tained grammatical errors. The questions this year do not seem to have been 
framed by senior and experienced men. 
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(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


15. The Samay of the 2nd March says that Government’s reply to the SAMAY, 
wis Wealtsia Coaedibeaa! question put in the Bengal Council about the March 2nd, 1004. 

section circular. SS ”-sCCacular issued by the Presidency Commissioner 
| in reference to the recent municipal elections has 
not satisfied the public. The real object which the Commissioner had in view 
in issuing the circular is patent to all. Pleaders and other members of the 
legal profession are men of education and independence. ‘They cannot bear 
the zulm of official Chairmen. The circular therefore aims at preventing their 
election as Municipal Commissioners. At the recent election of Commissioners for 
the Howrah Municipality, a certam Muhammadan gentleman was not recom- 
mended by Mr. Grierson for nomination simply because he did not support the 
official Chairman last year. After this no independent man will, it seems, seek 

nomination at the hands of Government. . 

16. The Sanjivani of the 3rd March strongly protests against the proposal _—saysivami, 
i Calcutta Municipality to enhance the rates, March 3nd, 1894, 

seal taxation te Caleatia. " and says that before doing so it is the si of the 
Commissioners to try to retrench expenditure by 

the abolition of unimportant posts, and to put a stop to all waste of municipal | 
funds, especially by the Health Officer’s and Engineer’s Departments. ‘The 

writer is glad to learn that the post of the warrant officer will be abolished. | 
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( f )— Questions affecting the land. 


17, The Bangavasi of the 3rd March asks whether in making the suggestion _Baxaavasr, 
ee Weslteh ae al that in order to please the indigo planters of Bihar March 3rd, 1894. 
the aid oaee.” e cos’ "Government should itself bear the cost of the 


| cadastral survey, the énglishman newspaper took 
into consideration the present condition of the public exchequer. Why does not 


the Englishman advise Government to abandon the survey altogether? That 


would be a most satisfactory arrangement sccing that there is little necessity 
Tor the measure. 


(h;— General. . 


18. The Darussaltunat and Urdu Guide of the 1st March says that Sir Charles panvssavranat ap 
| __ Elliott’s letter to the Muhammadan community, .°*°” OU 
The reply to the cow-killing besides being very ambiguously worded, does not en to eee 
memorial. pape... ° ° ° 
| / at all meet the objections raised in the memorial 
against the cow-killing circular. His Honour says that the municipalities can 
never interfere with the religious and social ceremonies of the Muhammadans. | 
But the writer fails to see what there is to prevent them from so doing. His 
Honour also says that every subject of Her Majesty is entitled to “‘an order! 
exercise of his civil rights.” If by “civil rights” His Honour means the right of 
every subject to observe the religious and social ceremonies and the customs 
“eto! a down to him by his forefathers, one does not quite understand wh 
‘such a commotion was created in Musalman society by the issue of the circular. 
But if by a civil right the Lieutenant-Governor means only the right of the 
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rich to do anything they like within their own houses, then it must be said 
great injustice has been done to the poor. 

If Sir Charles Elliott does not remove the grievances of the Musalmans in 
regard to cow-slaughter, they will say that he has disregarded their just 
claims in order to please Bengali Hindus. 

19. The Sudhakar of the 2nd March has the following about the Hon’ble 

Reply to the Muhammadan Mr. Cotton’s reply to the Muhammadan memorial 
memorial against the cow-killing against the cow-killing circular :— . 
circular. Sir Charles Elliott says that no. special distine. 
tion has been drawn between the powers vested in thé Municipal Commissioners 
under section 3 of Act III (B.C.) of 1884 and those vested in the executive 
officers of Government under the Criminal Procedure Code. Government-thus 
scems to admit that it had at first failed to understand that Manicipal Com- 
missioners had such powers as were given them by the Act in question. 
Sir Charles Elliott desires that no restriction should be imposed upon the 
slaughter of cows by Musalmans for religious and social purposes. Where then 
was the necessity of issuing the circular in question? The writer thanks Sir 
Charles Elliott for the small favour that he has shown to the Muhammadans in 


this matter. It is difficult to see how a just and popular ruler like Sir Charles 


Elliott. whois bent upon doing good to the Muhammadan community could 
have at all issued the circular. He is not, the writer thinks, its orivinator. 
There must be some mystery in this matter which will come to light in course of 
time. Mr. Cotton’s letter has no doubt partially satisfied the Musalmans of 
Bengal. But they should lose no time in memorialising His Honour for their 
remaining rights. 

20. The Sanjivant of the 3rd March does not consider it likely that 
Government will be able to ignore the protest of s0 
powerful a community as the Manchester manufac- 
turers against the proposed re-imposition of the duty on cotton goods imported 
into India. Indeed, Government always shows signs of weakness whenever any 
interest of its own countrymen is at stake. It is this partiality for its own 
countrymen which is destroying the people’s confidence in the British Govern- 
ment as a just and upright Government. 

21. A correspondent of the same paper says that though the attention of 
Government has been drawn to the oppressions 
which are being committed by sepoys at Mahestala, | 
and the story of their oppressions has been repeatedly published in the Sanjivani, 
the oppressions are still gomg on unchecked, and seem rather to have increased 
since Babu Surendra Nath: put his question on the subject in the Council. 
It is true Mr. Collicr said that compensation for damages would be given to 
the raiyats, but he did not say when it would be paid. It is strange that people 
should not find their property secure within six miles of the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s residence. 

22. The same papcr has been astonished at the reply given by the 

: Government of Bengal to the petition of the Indian 
nspection of cooly depots by ’ Hee: Te : ° 
sks ainidak Gialieaiie and East Bengal Associations, praying that their 
agents may be allowed free access to cooly depits, 
cooly steamers, and cooly registration offices, and says that the manner in which 
Government has arrived at its decision is still more astonishing, for in referring 
the petition to the Emigration Superintendent and the cooly contractors 
and cooly supervisors for opinion; Government sought the Opinion of those 
very persons to watch whose actions the two Associations proposed to appoint 
agents. 

Government is of opinion that supervision by Government officers 
appointed for the purpose is enough to check oppression of coolies by arkatis, 
&c., and that no outside help is needed for this purpose. May it be asked, then, 
why Government appoints non-official jail visitors? -It is certainly with the 
object of putting a check upon any misuse of their power by jail officers that 
Government appoints such visitors, and should not non-official visitors be also 
appointed to superintend -the proceedings of officers and contractors, &c., 
connected with the business of cooly recruitment? When Oppression is possible 

jails which are under the sole charge of Government officers, it must be 
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more than possible in the cooly depots which are under the management of 
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private contractors. Government does not certainly consult jail officers in 
appointing visitors for the jails, and the writer therefore fails to see what led it 
to consult cooly recruiters in deciding whether non-official visitors should be 
permitted to visit cooly depdts. As a specimen of the opinions submitted by 
the officers who have been consulted by Government, the writer quotes the 
following which has been given by Babu Kisori Lal Banerji, Embarkation 
Agent at Goalundo:— 
The provisions of Act I of 1882 and those of the Health Act are quite 
sufficient and strong to keep the system of emigration in efficient organisation. 
There are enough Government officers appointed by Government to look after 
the system of emigration, and the measures proposed by the Association, though 
laudable, are not required. = 

_ “ Asfar as I can understand from my few years’ experience in the emigration 
business, I think that fraudulent and oppressive recruitment shall be more 
prevalent at the time of proposed agents if allowed than what is reported at. 
present at the hands of recruiters. 

“ Most of the coolies that pass through Goalundo belong to the Associations, 
and every now and then become unwilling. On several occasions I have 
received threatening letters from several firms, asking to limit my interference 
with the free emigrants to the examination of health only. Thus it is obvious 
that the agents who shall be appointed by the Associations should rather help in 
ill-treatment and recruitment in respect to their own coolies, though they ma 
show strictness in case of recruiters who have no concern with the Associations.” 

The writer fails to understand whether Kisori Babu was under the influence 
of wine or of ganja when he wrote this opinion. He must bea drunkard or a 
man not in his senses, or hecould not have recorded such an opinion as this. For 
who but a drunkard or a mad man could make the statement that the Indian 
and East Bengal Associations carry on a traffic in coolies? The boldness of 
Government too is also surprising, seeing that it has not hesitated to send such 
an opinion to the Indian Association. Did Government read. Kisori Babu’s 
opinion before sending it to the Association? Does Mr. Buckland, who has 
signed the Government’s letter to the Association, take as true the statement 
made by Babu Kisori Lal that the Associations named above carry on a trade 
in coolies? ‘The authorities are requested to enquire in what state of mind 
Kisori Babu was when he wrote his note. It is on the opinions of men like 
these that Government has based its refusal of the prayer of the Indian and 
East Bengal Associations! It should also be enquired on what authority Babu 
Kisori Lal made the statement against the Associations. And it is to be hoped 
that some member of the Bengal Council will draw Government’s attention to 
Babu Kisori Lal’s conduct. oe 

23. The Dacca Prakash of the 4th March says that in his last adminis- 
trative report of the Dacca Division, the Commis- 
sioner has made no mention of the name of Raja 
Suryya Kanta Acharjya Bahadur. For this, the 
writer is not disposed to exculpate the Commissioner at the cost of the 
Magistrate, Mr. Phillips. For supposing the Magistrate was not favourably 
disposed towards the Raja, the Commissioner might still have mentioned him 
in his report, for the Raja was not unknown to him. But considering that the 
most offensive people receive the thanks of Government simply by flattering 
the officials, the writer is not sorry that the Raja’s name has been omitted from 
the Commissioner’s report. Moreover, considering the sort of people who 
have been singled out for praise from among Mymensingh zamindars, he is 
xlad that the Raja’s name has not been mentioned, Praise which is secured by 
flattery possesses no value whatever. 

24. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika has the following :— : 


| The deficit in the budget amounts to 33 crores 

Pe question of the cotton of rupees, and supposing the proposed import duties 
: to bring in a revenue of 14 crores, where will the 
Temaining 2 crores come from? An export duty on jute is talked of, and if 
“it be the intention of Government to impose this duty, it should be imposed 
along with the proposed import duties.- It will not, however, be easy to raise 


The last administration report of 
the Dacea Division. 


® sufficient revenue without imposing a duty, on imported cotton tein and 


fabrics. Such a duty is unexceptionable from the standpoint of religion and 
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morality, and will mect with the approval of the press and the public in this 
country. But the authorities at home are anxious only to humour the Lancashire 
interests for the sake of a few votes, and will not apparently hesitate to create 
widespread discontent in India. The question of the desirability of imposi 
cotton duties should be discussed all over India, and all the public bodies should 
insist on this imposition. The members of the Select Committee, the Vicero 
and his Councillors should also advocate these duties. And if, even after 
such a consensus of opinion on this subject, the Home authorities do not consent 
to the impasition of the cotton duties, they will only prove their readiness to 
injuro Indian interests for the sake of those of a very small number of 
Englishmen. But even if that happens, the Viceroy should protest against the 
action of the Ministry, and tell them plainly that it was his duty to look to 
Indian interests and that he could not carry out their unjust order. And if 
the Viceroy takes up such a firm attitude, the probability is that the Ministry 
will give in. The Anglo-Indians should on the present occasion display the same 
2zid as they displayed in connection with the Ilbert Bill. In the Ibert Bill 
affair they had 28 crores of Indians arrayed against them, but in this the 
will have the same 28 crores arrayed on their side. It is the writer’s belief 
that a determined opposition of this nature is sure to be successful, and will 
lead to the imposition of the cotton duties. 
SuLABH DaINiK, 25. The Sulabh Dainik of the 5th March sees no reason why an import 
March Sth, 1894. duty should not be levied on cotton yarns and 
ane, Testion of the import fabrics. The writer cannot even entertain the 
sane idea that the interests of twenty-eighty millions of 
the people of India should be sacrificed for the sake of those of a handful of 
Lancashire merchants. The reason why the Finance Minister says that import 
dutics cannot be imposed on cotton yarns and fabrics is not a new one. 
Government will be accused of gross injustice if, for the reason alleged by the 
Finance Minister, imported cotton yarns and fabrics are exempted from taxation. 
The duties on other articles of import than piece-goods and gold as well as 


the doubling of the prven duty on kerosine oil will not make up the deficit 


in the budget. And even if a five per cent. export duty be levied on jute and 
indigo in addition to the proposed import duties, the whole amount required 
by Government will not be raised. But three crores of rupees may be realized 
from import duties on European picce-goods alone. The only means therefore 
by which Government can remove its financial difficulty is by imposing a tax 
on European piece-goods. The Secretary of State will no doubt stand in 
the way. But if Lord Elgin tries head and heart, His Excellency will succeed 
in imposing a tax on foreign cotton yarns and fabrics, and thereby secure the 
interests of the people of India. 

Seng ae 26. Referring to the Government’s proposal to make use of the famine 
CHANDRIKA, - on fund for the purpose of meeting the deficit ‘in the 
Mareh 7th, 1804, budget, the Dawk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 
7th March says that Government should do no such thing. The entire balance 
of the famine fund now in the hands of Government, together with the pro- 
posed import duties, will yet leave a deficit of one crore of rupees, Such 
large deficit cannot certainly be made up by retrenchment of expenditure. 
IIow then isit to be recat A up? The only way in which this can be done is 
the imposition of a duty on imported cotton fabrics and yarn, and one fails 
to sco why these should be exempted from taxation when no other imported 
article will enjoy the same immunity. The writer has been astonished to see 
that the Select Committeo proposes to exempt machinery also, and to reduce 
the duty on hardware. Cotton goods will be exempted in order to please 
Manchester, and the duty on hardware will be lowered in order to please 
Birmingham. So long as Government persists in this policy of currying the 

favour of English manufacturers, it will not be able to do Justice to India. 
Daintx-o-Savacuan » 2¢- ‘The same paper says that inthe Indian Tariff Bill there is a provision 
WEASORS. a ? imposing an import duty on silver. Lord 
PP ioe proposed import duty on Tangdowne, however, gave the people of India to 
- understand that there ought to be no duty on silver, 
and the Secretary of State and the Chancellor of the Exchequer were of the 
same opinion, ‘The imposition of a five per cent. duty on silver will not diminish 
its import. It will only affect the trade between India and China, inasmuch 88 


- 
i le 
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the silver coins, which are brought from China by Indian cloth merchants, 
will be subjected to the duty in question. If Government imposes a duty on 
imported silver, it will stand clearly convicted of inconsistency, 


IIT.—LEcIsuaTIve, 


28. The MHitavadi of the 1st March has the following in connection with 
the Sanitary Drainage Bill:.— ) 
) _ Those who at the Belvedere Conference sup- 
ported Sir Charles Elliott’s proposal for a sanitary measure like the one read before 
the Council never suspected what the real motives of Goveriment were in calling 
the conference. They thonght that in proposing sanitary legislation before the 
conference, Government was acting from a desire to do good to its people. 
But they now see that the calling of the conference was a dodge on the part of 
Governmentto get their consent beforehand to a measure which it contemplated 
introducing, in order that it might not evoke hostile criticism afterwards. 
The gentlemen assembled at the conference never thought at that time that 
Government would call on the people to bear the cost of its sanitary schemes. 
The matter was kept secret at that time, and this is called English rajaniti 
(statesmanship)! As the Road Cess law was passed with the object of levying a 
tax on the people for the construction of roadsin the mufassal, so the new measure 
has been brought forward with the object of levying another tax on them for 
drainage purposes. Thus when the Bill becomes law, the people will have to pa 
another cess like the Road and the Public Works Cess. It is now for the public 
to judge whether or not Government has been actuated in this matter by a 
disinterested motive. ‘The clearsighted Raja Peary Mohun saw from the first 
that Government intended to make the zam ndars forego a portion of their profit 
from the permanent settlement by enforcing on them another tax like the Road 
Cess and resisted its proposal for a sanitary measure. The present measure is the 
‘outcome of a desire on the part of the officials to nullify the permanent 
settlement. ‘To judge from the results of the working of the Road Cess law, 
the new measure will simply increase the burdens of the people without doing 
them any good. Government manufactured the Bill in secret without letting 
the public know anything about it, and all on a sudden moved for its reference 
to a Select Committee. It had a secret motive for doing so, but that motive 
was scen through by the Hon’ble Mr. Lal Mohun Ghose, who opposed the 
motive. 


29, The Bangavasi of the 3rd March has the following :— 


| ae The present is a very critical time, and it is 
A Bengal Sanitary Drainage nocessary that both the zamindars and the raiyats 


The Sanitary Drainage Bill. 


should once wake from their sleep; for, although © 


sufficiently harassed by the Road Cess and the Public Works Cess, a new and 
yet more Bice se cess 18 about to be impossed upon them. 
Government has come to think that the prevalence of fever and other 
epidemic diseases in Bengal is due solely to bad drainage. It is difficult to say 
how -far this theory 1s correct; but it would be, it is certain, hazardous to 
question its correctness. And as regards Government, it will not even listen to 
any sanitary authority holding different views on the subject. The fact is, 
Government is now ashamed of the apathy it has up to this time shown in the 
adoption of measures for checking malarious fever in Bengal, and feels the 
absolute necessity of doing something in that direction. It therefore proposes 
to make drainage canals, and the cost of their construction will be thrown 
entirely on the shoulders of the classes interested in the land, that is to say, 
the zamindars and the raiyats. ie 
The writer has never heard it said that the prevalence of fever in Bengal 


is due entirely to the zamindars and raiyats; nor has he ever heard that in 


Bengal none but zamindars and raiyats suffer from fever. It is therefore 
difficult to see why the cost of the drainage works which will be constructed for 
the benefit of the whole province and of all classes of people should be borne 
by zamindars and raiyats alone. This Lyre hes not been clearly explained 
by Government ; but if it is not explained the country will fail to see the justice 
of the proposed measure. ee 

It is true the health -of the province has greatly deteriorated and is in 
need of improvement. But should not the cost of such improvement be borne 
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by Government? Or, if Government has not sufficient mone for the purpose, 
should not the cost be borne by all classes of the people alike? But as regards 
the people, if they are at all required to pay for sanitary improvement, they 
ought to be first of all assured of the result to be derived from the sanita 
scheme which Government proposes to adopt. And is Government prepared 
to give the people the assurance that the execution of the proposed drainage 
scheme will completely banish malaria from the province? Calcutta POSssesseg 
the best drainage system in the country; but can the authorities say that no 
cases of malarious fever occur in the town ? . 

And the question next arises, what is the exact method by which Govern. 
ment proposes to carry out its scheme, that is to say, what will be the scope 
of the measure it proposes to adopt. In many places in this province, vill 
stand in the indus of cultivated fields; and in East Bengal homesteads ag a 
rule stand on elevated grounds in the midst of marshes. How is the drainage 
scheme o be carried out in respect of these villages and homesteads? Again, 


fever is most prevalent during the months of Bhddra, Asvin and Kartik, the 
season in which. jute and aman paddy are grown, and many people think that 
the prevalence of fever during this period is due solely to the pollution of water 
by the steeping of jute in it. What does Government say to this? Again, 
it is necessary for the success of the aman crop that water up to a certain height 
should remain standing for some time at the foot of the plants. Similarly, 
the wheat and barley crops in Bengal are grown in deel lands. If therefore 
such lands are drained for the benefit of the villages and homesteads which lie 
scattered in their midst, the country must go without its food-grains. And if 
they are not drained, Government’s sanitation scheme must fail. | 
There is also the theory that.the obstruction caused to drainage by roads, 
railways and embankments is the real cause of malaria. This is not the 
writer’s theory, nor is Raja Peary Mohan its originator. It was first accepted 
by the Malaria Commissioners, and it has since been held by many officials 
and others who have had experience in the matter. The other day in the 
Bengal Council, Maulavi Abdul Jubbar expressed himself strongly in favour of 
this theory, though the Hon’ble Mr. Allen told the Council that throughout 
his long experience in the Bengal districts he had failed to trace any connection 
between malaria and obstructed drainage. Now supposing Mr, Allen was 
wrong, and obstructed drainage is the cause of malaria, are the authorities 
prepared to remove all the roads and railway lines which cause serious obstruc- 
tion todrainage? 

Before proceeding with the Bill, it is necessary that Sir Charles Elliott 
should definitely explain the precise method by which he means to effect the 


sanitation of the country. As it stands, the Bill which has been introduced 
under a whim of his has quite startled the public. 


30. The Dacca Prakash of the 4th March has the following on the 
The Prisons Bill. subject of the Prisons Bill:— 


The Bill has frustrated the hopes which were 
raised by the proposal to amend the law relating to prisons. It seems that in 


____ framing the measure no attention has been paid to what this paper has said 


regarding the high rate of jail mortality and the desire expressed b old 
offenders to seek admission in jails by committing offences. The writer knows 
that the English experience of Government and its legislators stands in the way 
of their framing measures in a manner which would be suitable to this country, 
and he offers criticisms on those measures simply because Government 
pecceees to frame them after consulting native public opinion. The last 
engal Jail Administration Report shows that 43-7 prisoners in every thousand 
died last year. There were 39 deaths from fever, 177 from dysentery and 
indigestion brought on by insufficient diet, 60 from cholera, 35 from debility 
and consumption, and 100 from asthma... Among the free opulation during — 
the same eo 22°48 persons died of fever, but deaths from the i other diseases 
mentioned above were less than 3 in 1,000. Now the daily jail population 
last year was 24,504, and if they had not been in jail, the number of deaths 
among them from the abovementioned four diseases would not have ex 
73. But there were 372 deaths from them in jail hospitals, and so 299 deaths 


must be set down to the account of oppression. ‘lhe death-rate was Very 
bigh among prisoners sentenced to less than six months’ mn prisonment. 0 
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means that people guilty of the lightest offences were subjected to the greatest 
amount of ill-treatment in the jails, whilst those who were guilty of very 
grave offences had a very easy time of it. In the jails the prisoners sentenced 


to more than two years’ imprisonment are invested with authority over short- 


term prisoners, and these men get their share of labour done by the latter. 
Those who do not submit to such extra labour are harassed and oppressed by 
old offenders, who often get them severely punished by bringing false charges 


against them. The fact is that prisoners in jails receive ten times more 


oppression and ill-treatment from these old offenders than they receive from 


the jail officers. At night these men act as guards and get the work allotted 
to those whom they favour done by those who have incurred their displeasure. 
As they are warned of the arrival of the Superintendent and other jail officers, 
they are able to hide this irregularity from their knowledge. This oppression 
by old offenders accounts for a large number of. deaths among newly admitted 
prisoners, The jail diet is both insufficient in quantity and objectionable in 
quality. It consists of coarse rice mixed with paddy and unhusked pulses 
cooked without salt, pepper and oil. Food of this kind cannot be eaten b 

those who are unaccustomed to it. A portion of the regulation quantity of this 
diet is stolen by the jail officers, while the best part of that which remains is 
shared by the prison cooks and other people. ‘The result of all this is that 
prisoners are both overworked and underfed, and therefore die untimely deaths. 
Again, prisoners from different classes of society require different sorts of diet, 
for diet which is good enough for prisoners from the labouring classes is not so 
for prisoners from respectable classes. But Government, though it makes 
separate arrangements for dieting European prisoners, will do no such thing 
for native prisoners from the respectable classes. And in this way unsuitable 
diet is responsible for a large number of deaths among the latter. Again, the 
non-observance in jails of the caste rules relating to eating causes such a 


revulsion of feeling among many prisoners that they leave off taking food 


altogether and die. It is a matter of great regret than none of the provisions 
in the Prisons Bill seem calculated to remedy these defects in the jail adminis- 
tration of this country. 
31. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th March would like to 
know why the Hon’ble Dr. Rasbihari Ghose has not 
‘ Dr. Rasbihari Ghose’s peg been taken into the Select Committee on the Tariff 
Te Bare Committee on the Bill. If it be said that he is a lawyer and as such 
has no knowledge of the monetary science, the 
same objection may be urged against the Law Member too, but the Law Member. 
is in the Select Committee. If, on the other hand, the Doctor’s exclusion from the 
Select Committee be voluntary and not forced, it will be a proof of his igno- 
rance of economic science, and he will go down in public estimation. Will not 
the mystery about the Doctor’s exclusion from the Committee be explained to the 
public ? 
32. The Dacca Gazette of the 5th March says that the moment Mr. Cotton, 


: . Dacca GaZRTTE, 
Mr. Cotton’s replies to questions the writer of New India, was appointed Secreta 


| ry March 5th, 1894, 
put in the Council. to the Government of Bengal, his attitude mecha 


the people underwent a thorough change. He no longer feels for the grievances 
of the people. This is apparent from his replies to the questions put in the 
Bengal Council. His answers to the questions asked in connection with the 


DAINIK-0-SaMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


March 4th, 1894. 


 Balladhun case and the case of Prabhat Chandra Nag of Barudea were vague 
: and superficial and ironical in tone. Government is, it is clear, loath to 


a 
’ 


answer such questions. Why does it not then withdraw the interpellation right ? 
33, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 6th March says that if 5 il DaInik-0-SaMacuar 
al 


The Criminal Procedure Code posed amendment of section 44 of the Criminal Pro- ie 
Amendment Bill. cedure Code is passed into law, every body willbe . 
made liable to give information of riots and unlawful assemblies to the police. 

Under the existing law, it is only the parties interested in the land on which riots, 
&c., take place, who are liable to give such information, and their failure to do 
‘oO is punishable only with fine up to one thousand rupees under section 154 
of the Penal Code. No change will be made in this section, but section 176 
of the Penal Code will be made applicable to the general public. Under this 
‘ection, any one who fails to give the required information will be punished 
With fine up to one thousand rupees in addition to simple imprisonment. which 
may extend to six months. It 1s thus seen that the new law provides a severer 
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punishment for those who have not the remotest connection with riots, &e., 
than the existing law provides for those who are on the very land on which 
such occurrences take A It is probable that the framer of the Bill did not 
notice this anomaly. It might be argued that the wording of section 176 


being of a general nature, it ought to apply to landowners too, because they 


are a part of the general public. But a reference to section 72 of the Penal 
Code will show that this argument is untenable. Tf therefore it 18 decided to 
pass the bill, it should be modified, so as to provide a lighter punishment for 
the general public than for landowners, &c. | ers 

But the writer sees no necessity whatever for the proposed amendment. - 
Section 154 of the Penal Code is sufficient to ensure to the police all such 
information regarding riots as it may require. ‘lake, for instance, the cow- 
killing riots, Did the police in any case fail to receive information regarding 


ariot ? The only other riots which frequently occur in this country are those 


arising out of the cutting of paddy in Bengal, and section 154 contains full 
provision for the obtaining of info:mation,regarding them. 

All that the amendment will do is that it will throw difficulties in the wa 
of the prosecution in riot cases in proving their charge. For, in the face of 
section 176 of the Penal Code and section 44 of the Criminal Procedure Code 


‘as amended, who will come forward and say that he was a witness to such 


and such a riot ? Again, cases may occur in which though there may have 
been a riot or an unlawful assembly, the parties make up their quanel and do 
not go to the police, thus leading the witnesses to think that it is not necessary 
for them to give any information of the occurrence. Lut if one of the parties 
should, after some time, change his mind and lodge a complaint, the position 
of these witnesses will become one of great difficulty indeed. The amendment 
in question will also make the complete acquittal of an accused person in 
a riot caso an impossibility. For even if acquitted on the main charge, he 
will be convicted and punished under section 176 for having been at least 
present near a riot. Considering also how freely police officers in the mufassal 
mix with the villagers, and join one party or another in every village 
daladali, the proposed law will assuredly create for them fresh opportunities 
for oppressing the people. ve 

The Bill proposes not only to compel the giving of information, but 
also to make the informant liable to rigorous iniprisonment for a term which 
may extend to two years if his information turns out to be false. If this 
becomes law, quiet and honest people, who live by the sweat of their brow, 
will be placed between the two horns of a dilemma. For they will be 


punished if they fail to give information ; and if they supply information they 


will be held responsible for its truth, and will be punishe 
if they give false information. 
There is a Magistrate in every district and a Deputy Magistrate in every 
sub-division. ‘There are also the District Superintendent and a host of superior 
and inferior police officers in every district, besides a panchayet and chaukidars 
in ory village. And in addition to this elaborate machinery, the zamindars 
are held responsible for supplying information, If all this is found or 
considered insufficient, why is such a large police force at all maintained? 
And why do the people pay the chaukidari tax ? The writer does not know 
whether it is intended to bring women within the purview of the amendment. 
If so, the situation will become dangerous indeed. It is to be hoped, however; 
that the bill will not be passed this session. A recurrence of the situation 
like the one caused by the jury notification ought certainly to be avoided. 


IV.—NATIVE STATE. 


34. Tho Hublul Mateen of the 27th February says that the Government 


i i ere of India ought to forbid Mr. Plowden, Resident 


at. Hyderabad, from meddling in non-political 


matters in the Nizam’s Government. If Mr. Plowden is allowed to go on B 


his present way, no one can say what the consequences may be. 

35. The Samay of the 2nd March says that the new Viceroy has 20 
‘The case of the Maharaja of yet done or aiid anything from which His Exce' 
Cashmere. : ency’s policy in the administration of India 2 
be made out or inferred. He has only held out the hope that he would ty 
to give satisfaction to the people in all matters. It will be seen very soon 


~~? 


under section 177, 
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how he will dispose of the Cashmere affair. The period of five years for 
which the Maharaja of Cashmere was dethroned will expire next month, and 
his case will then have to be taken up by Government for reconsideration. 
Now Cashmere has always been a friend and ally of the British Government. 
The present Maharaja has given ample proof of his loyalty to Government and 
is possessed of administrative ability. The way in which as President of 
the Council he has guided its members is sufficient evidence of administrative 


power. For these reasons it is hoped that Lord Elgin will show his nobleness 
by vesting the Maharaja with full powers. | | 


V.—PRospects OF THE Crops AND ConDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


36. Tho Bangavasi of the 8rd March has learnt that great distress prevails 


-. _ in Unsira and other villages within the jurisdiction 
ea istress in the Faridpur dis- of the Kotalipara thana in the Faridpur district. 
a8 Most people are not getting two meals a day, and 


loans cannot be had for even so high an interest as two annas per rupee 
per month. 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


87. The Darussaltanut and Urdu Guide of the 1st March says that it was 


_.., under pressure from the Maharaja of Darbhan 
simian’ sen, i eotnga Spon and other big zamindars of Bihar that the Bihar 


indigo planters submitted their petition against 
cow-slaughter. 


38. Al Punch of the 1st March says that though in the Yeola riot the 


Bees ea Hindus were the aggressors, the authorities promptly 
dhe authorities in}the Yeola disarmed the Musalman sepoys and ordered Hindu 


\ sepoys to fire on the rioters. This was the reason 
why such a large number of Musalmans were wounded and killed. 


39. The Bharat Mitra of the 2nd March says that when wise men among 


the Musalmans are exerting themselves to put a 

OT rite of cow- stop to cow-slaughter, it cannot be said that non- 

phe ‘observance of the rite will interfere with their 
religion, 


40. The Sudhakar of the 2nd March publishes an account of the Yeola 


riot supplied to it by a Musalman resident of the 
eadihaue desc place, and says that the reports of the riot which 


have appeared in the Hindu papers are so distorted that their perusal can 


hardly fail to give rise to ill-feeling between Hindus and Musalmans. 


41. Referring to the memorial on the subject of cow-killing presented to 
The B; Lord Elgin by the Bihar Indigo Planters’ Associa- 
Tl leneidbgs 0 oo Asso- tion, the same paper observes as follows :— 


The writer cannot help laughing over the 
memorial, for it is a memorial by some beef-eaters for the protection of cows! 


It appears that the indigo planters of Bihar hold land under Hindu zamindars 


for the cultivation of indigo, and every one knows what oppression they commit 
on the poor raiyats. Now it seems that the Hindu zamindars having protested 
against their lawless proceedings, they have made this memorial with the 
object of pleasing them, It appears clearly from the memorial that it was 
submitted not voluntarily, but under pressure from these Hindu zamindars. 


42, <A correspondent of the same paper says that the way in which the 
ail F unclaimed dead bodies of Musalmans are treated 
at Giaiee tema bodies in in the Calcutta Medical College and other hospitals 
is most objectionable. According to the Muham- 

madan religion the corpses of Musalmans should be ‘bathed, clothed and then 
buried, great care being taken that no injury is done to these in the course of 
these operations. To denude them either wholly or partially is entirely for- 
hidden. But these injunctions of the Musalman religion are completely set at 
naught in hospitals where the bodies of Musalmans are first subjected to a post- 
mortem examination and then sent in carts driven by domes to Nimtola ghat for 
‘remation, or as in the cold season to the dissecting room. Unclaimed Hindu dead 
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bodies are no doubt treated in the same way. But according to the Hindu 
religion dead bodies ought to be burnt, an doing injury to them is not for. 
bidden. ‘The writer lately felt great sorrow at seeing a corpse of a Musalman, 
which had -been snivieals subjected to post-mortem examination, lying in a 
neglected condition in the dissecting room of the Calcutta Medical School, He 


has heard that there is some money in the hands of the hospital authorities 


given by Haji Moksein to be spent for the burial of unclaimed Musalman dead 
bodies. If so, why are Muhammadan dead bodies so treated? Lastly, the writer 
asks the leading gentlemen of the Muhammadan community either to raise a 
Muhammadan burial fund by subscription, or to memorialise the Government 
for the removal of the grievance complained of. 


43...Speaking of the Viceroy’s reply to the deputation from the Indian 

| Association, the Sanjivant of the 3rd March says 
that never within a period which the writer can 
remember did he hear such a sincere reply from a Viceroy. Indeed, Lord 
Elgin’s sincerity has already vastly enhanced people’s respect and loyalty for 
him. Lord Elgin should always remember that there is no more loyal people 
in India than its educated community, and that, in spite of anything their 


Lord Elgin’s sincerity. 


critics may say, the educated people of India are the greatest well-wishers of 


the Bzitish Government. That the educated Indians cry out fearlessly against 
oppression and injustice is because they know that, if not checked, these 
wrong acts of the officials will be detrimental to the empire. And it is this 
which makes Anglo-Indians say that educated natives are a set of disloyal 
a The Indians always speak out their mind; and it is to be hoped that 

ord Elgin will not be misled by the interpretations which are put upon the 
actions of the educated natives by the Anglo-Indian community. 


44. The Bangavasi of the 3rd March says that from the commencement 
as : of the next Bengali year, 90 copies of this paper 
o.ane Desgeren newspaper inthe will be distributed free of charge every week 
among the learned Ilindu pandits of Bengal. The 
distribution will be made in the following manner:—40 copies in the districts of 
East Bengal; 35 copies in the Nadia, Jessore, Burdwan,’ Hooghly, Bankura, 
Birbhum and Murshidabad districts; five copies in Calcutta; and the remaining 
10 copies in other parts of Bengal. The paper will be supplied for one year 
certain, and the arrangement to be made for future years will be notified before 
the commencement of each such year. Those pandits who have the largest 
number of pupils in their ¢o/s and who give food to their pupils will receive 
preference. | 


45. The Sulabh Dainik of the 7th March says that the Anglo-Indian 
papers, and the Indian Daily News in particular, 
have been laying the entire blame for the Yeola riot 
on the Hindus. These dangerous papers have no 
sense of right and wrong and often deliver hasty opinions, specially in matters 
in which Hindus are concerned. 


The Indian Daily Nets on the 
Yeola riot. | 


Urtya Parers. 


46. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 31st January is sorry to find that 

Vaccination arrangements in arrangements y vaccinating children in the 
Balasore. : Balasore district, excepting the Balasore town, ar@ 
defective. The writer therefore draws the attention of the authorities con 
cerned to the same. 


47. The Sumvadvahika of the 1st February urges that Lord Kimberley 


The Civil Service cxamination Need not be influenced by the report of Lo 
question. ) Lansdowne regarding the institution of simul- 


| 


~ tancous Civil Service Examinations in England and India. 


48. ‘The same paper is superstitious enough to observe that since Lord 
Astrological reading of Lord Elgin set foot on Indian soil on a Saturday, 


Elgin’s arrival, Excellency’s administration may not prove success 
ful in the end. 


— 
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49. The Utkaldipika of the 3rd February regrets to notice that the Police 
of Cuttack could not succeed in arresting the 
acoits who committed dacoity in a village in 
Bahukud in the district of Cuttack and carried off the property of a gentleman 
without being opposed by any one of the villagers, and observes that there 
- could be no sense of security among the people if such offenders were not 
- brought to justice. 


A dacoity on Cuttack. 


; CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
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